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has fallen into Government hands* It is a long docu-
ment, but a few extracts will explain the general line
fcf policy.1 The second sentence of the first paragraph
is very revealing in view of later attempts to explain
the putsch as a reply to an armed Bolshevist rising.
One of the most important tasks, if victory is to
be assured, is the undermining of the morale of the
enemy troops. The enemy has neither sufficient
troops nor arms to resist; nevertheless the following
instructions must be rigidly observed:
In order to safeguard the provinces occupied, it
is essential to instil a certain salutary terror into
the population. When the troops occupy a place,
the local authorities must first be taught a lesson
in respect; if they have escaped, a similar procedure
must be adopted towards the members of their
families. In every case the methods resorted to
must be of a clearly spectacular and impressive
character, and must indicate clearly that the leaders
of the troops are determined to proceed with like
severity against anyone who offers resistance,
Every town along the enemy's line of retreat and
all the areas behind the enemy lines are to be con-
sidered as battle zones. In this connection, no
differentiation must be observed between places
harbouring enemy troops and those not doing so.
The panic experienced by the civil population along
the enemy's line of retreat is a factor of the utmost
importance in contributing towards the demoralisa-
tion of the enemy troops. The experiences of the
last world war show that the accidental destruction
1 The translation is from A. Koestler, Spanish Testament* 81-2,
where the document is given in full. This book is invaluable for
its account, much of it first-hand, of the early stages of the invasion.

